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SCF business students 
excel at conference

State College of Florida, 
Manatee-Sarasota students 
brought home top awards 
from the Future Business 
Leaders of America Phi Beta 
Lambda National Leadership 
Conference held in Baltimore 

in June.
SCF students Anne Miller, 

Jennifer Dolan, Mirco Susan, 
Ann Wright and Richard 
Wright competed against 
1,250 others from colleges and 
universities across the coun-
try as they participated in the 
Institute for Leaders work-
shops, seminars, conferences.

Miller won first place, 
advertising; second place, 
marketing concepts; and 
eighth, management con-
cepts. Dolan won first in 
health care administration. 
Christopher Davis was ninth 
in project management.

SC’s coaches included Louis 
O. Okonkwo, who has served 

as the PBL adviser at SCF
Venice and is recently retired,
Judy Hangartner, Amy Santos
and Marina Cosgrove, the new
PBL adviser for SCF Venice.

For more information, con-
tact Cosgrove at CosgroM@
SCF.edu or 941-752-5281.

Submitted by Toni Jefferies

I N  B R I E F

An all-woman lineup of 
local science profession-
als delivered a fast-paced 
immersion in the economic, 
environmental and public 
health consequences of cli-
mate change for a group 
of sixty prominent women 
leaders from Tampa on 
Saturday at the Ritz-Carlton 
Sarasota.

The special program was 
coordinated by the Climate 
C o u n c i l  o f  S a r a s o t a -
Manatee, a program of the 
Science and Environment 
C o u n c i l  o f  S o u t h w e s t 
Florida, at the request of the 
Athena Society, a Tampa 
organization that supports 
equality in education and 
career advancement for 
women.

T h e  s o c i e t y ’ s  p r e s i -
dent is Betty Castor, a 
former state legislator, 
Florida Commissioner of 
Education, and president 
of the University of South 
Florida. The speakers and 
panel discussion focused 
on the impacts of climate 
change on the food supply 
and human health as well as 
solutions that individuals, 
communities and industries 

can implement.
Event co-organizer and 

Athena Society member 
Penny Parks said of the 
workshop, “They rocked it 
out of the park! I can’t tell 
you how many people told 
us how incredible the event 
was! The best ever we were 
told.”

It was a “very welcome 
invitation” to reach an influ-
ential network of community 
leaders, said Jennifer Shafer, 
co-executive director of the 
Science and Environment 
Council.

The Athena Society pre-
sented the SEC with a $1,500 
donation to support the 

work of the Climate Council, 
a facilitated network of cli-
mate professionals that will 
advance regional under-
standing of climate change 
and support for planning and 
projects through education 
and information sharing.

Submitted by Jennifer Shafer

Regional women’s coalition 
addresses changing climate
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Athena 
Society 
president 
Betty Castor, 
left, with the 
Science and 
Environment 
Council’s 
Jennifer 
Shafer, 
center, and 
Athena 
Society 
event 
co-organizer 
Marian 
McCullough. 
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Sarasota County has made 
arts programs a priority in the 
district, especially as part of 
the 1-mill, local-option prop-
erty tax that voters renewed in 
March. More than $11 million 
of the $55 million generated 
by the optional property tax 
last year was spent on art and 
music teachers, according to 
district budget documents.

All of the candidates at 
Wednesday’s forum touched 
on how important they feel 
the arts are in making Sarasota 
County stand out. The district 
has received an A grade from 
the state since 2004, when the 
grading system began, and it 
increased the A grade by four 
percentage points this year, a 
fact that board members often 
bring up at candidate forums.

The six candidates who 
attended Wednesday’s event 
included those competing in 
the  District 1 race, School 
Board Chairwoman Bridget 
Ziegler and challenger Nick 
Guy, the District 4 race, School 
Board Member Shirley Brown 
and opponent Karen Rose, 
and the District 5 race, incum-
bent School Board Member 
Jane Goodwin and challenger 
Pamela Gavette. The only 
two who could not attend 
were District 5 candidates 
Justin Cody Willis and Richard 
Linden.

R o s e ,  w h o  p r e v i o u s l y 
worked as the district’s head 
of middle schools before 
taking her retirement early in 
February, noted her involve-
ment with the arts as a teacher, 
middle school principal and 
top administrator.

“I supported the arts pro-
grams, and I am confident 
that any of the professionals 
that I’ve worked with would 

tell you that the arts at my 
schools were as important 
as the reading and the math 
and the science classrooms,” 
Rose said. “We have to con-
tinue that focus on the arts 
and make sure that every one 
of our children has the oppor-
tunity to participate at that 
level.”

Other candidates,  such 
as   Goodwin and Brown, 
who have been on the board 
for  eight  and 12  years, 
respectively, touted their 
advocacy for the arts in a leg-
islative context. Brown said 
she ensured that the dis-
trict  avoided cuts to  arts 
program during the Great 

Recession, while Goodwin 
mentioned her time fundrais-
ing on and off the board for the 
district’s local-option prop-
erty tax, which helps make 
arts programs possible.

“Integrating the arts into 
classroom activities makes 
kids more eager to learn,” 
Goodwin said.

Ziegler, Gavette and Guy, 
all parents of children either 
in the Sarasota County system 
or soon to be, emphasized 
their excitement when their 
children interacted with art, 
as well as their own experi-
ences as students growing up 
with art.

“I understand how funda-
mental it is from an education 
component,” Ziegler said. “... 
We are grateful for the work 
you guys have done in Sarasota 
County, and the arts program 
is truly a differentiator.”

As the parent and grandpar-
ent of children interested in 
the arts, Brown emphasized 

how important art is to keep-
ing students excited to go to
school every day.

“We cannot teach the chil-
dren if they don’t come to
school, and they need to be
engaged in order to do that
and they’ve got to enjoy it,”
Brown said.

Shirley asked what the can-
didates would do if the district
were put in a more precarious
budget situation, referenc-
ing the fact that next year’s
budget will put the district’s
reserves, or unused fund
balance, at its lowest level in
the past 16 years, though far
above the state-mandated
minimum.

While giving his opening
statement, Guy noted that
cutting the arts was something
he would try not to consider.

“If elected, I can help to
continue that focus on very
well-rounded education that
includes the arts and never
have 

“Integrating the arts into 
classroom activities makes 
kids more eager to learn.”

 Incumbent School Board 
Member Jane Goodwin 

 SARASOTA SPEAKERS 
EXCHANGE. Today from noon-1 
p.m., Sarasota Speakers 
Exchange, 1108 N. Orange 
Ave., Sarasota. Friendly 
Toastmasters group. No RSVP 
required.
BAZAAR ON APRICOT & LIME. 
Today, Friday and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 821 
Apricot Ave., Sarasota. Indoor 
market; live music at noon. 
Free parking. bazaaronaprico-
tandlime.com; 941-343-2712.
SOUTHEASTERN GUIDE DOGS. 
Today and Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., Southeastern 
Guide Dogs, 4210 77th St. 
E., Palmetto. Enjoy a guided 
walking tour of campus and a 
peek behind the scenes. $15. 
Registration: guidedogs.org/
campus-activities/guided-walk-
ing-tour; 941-479-6611.
ORIOLES BACK TO SCHOOL 
KICKOFF. Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Ed Smith Stadium, 
2700 12th St., Sarasota. Free Gulf 
Coast League baseball, free park-
ing, school supplies giveaway for 
fi rst 500 kids 12-under. orioles.
com/sarasota, 941-893-6300.
SARASOTA YMCA BACK TO 
SCHOOL BASH. Saturday from 
10 a.m.-noon, Sarasota YMCA, 
1075 S. Euclid Ave., Sarasota. 
Bounce house, face-painting, 
food, games, crafts and more. 
Free. 941-952-1644.


